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Requirements exchange students

English
Students should have a level of English 
Proficiency of at least:
•	 CEFR B2/C1 or
•	 IELTS 6,5 or 

(with a minimum of 6.0 for each section) 
or 

•	 TOEFL iBT 92  
(with a minimum of 21 for each section) or

•	 Cambridge C1 Advanced 
 
Master courses
Students who want to enroll in Master cours-
es taught by the departments of Linguistics, 
Journalism, and American Studies must have 
a level of proficiency of:
•	 CEFR C1 or
•	 TOEFL 100 (minimum of 25 for writing 

skills) or
•	 IELTS 7 (minimum of 6.5 for each section) 

or
•	 Cambridge C1 Advanced.

For Master courses at the department of Eng-
lish the requirements are:
•	 CEFR C1 or
•	 TOEFL 110 (minimum of 25 for writing 

skills) or
•	 IELTS 8 (minimum of 7.5 for each section) 

or
•	 Cambridge C1 Advanced

Level of studies	  
To be able to study successfully at the Fac-
ulty of Arts, students should at least be in their 
second year of study and have a minimum of 
60 ECTS or the equivalent on the moment of 
applying.

How to inform us about 
the level of English?

Other languages
If students wish to enroll in courses not 
taught in English but in another language 
that is not their mother tongue, they need 
to send a certificate or statement from the 
language instructor at the home university 
indicating their (CEFR) level of proficiency 
in that language. If students wish to enroll in 
courses taught in Dutch, their level needs to 
be at least CEFR B2/C1.

Most proficiency courses in other languages 
are sadly not open to exchange students, but 
the enrolment officer can try to place you. 
Keep in mind that placement is not guaran-
teed.

https://www.rug.nl/let/studeren-bij-ons/exchange/who-can-apply
https://www.rug.nl/let/studeren-bij-ons/exchange/who-can-apply


Exchange application procedure

 
The required documents to upload in the Mobilty Online application are: 
For all exchange students:
•	 Official academic transcript, in English, showing credits and grades so far;
•	 English language certificate (see Language requirements);
•	 Motivation letter in English (300 words);
•	 Copy of passport or EU identity card (valid on the start date of exchange);
•	 Study Skills overview* (provided by University of Groningen);
If applicable:
•	 Language test results for other languages*;
•	 Copy of bachelor’s degree*. 

				    * upload under ‘other documents’ in Mobility Online 

1. Nomination
 

2. Provisional acceptance

 

 

Nominate your student before the nomination dead-
line through Mobility Online (include name, email ad-
dress, field of study, level during exchange and period 
of exchange);

Student receives information from the Office for Stu-
dent Affairs of the Faculty of Arts on how to apply for 
accommodation, dates and other practical matters;

Student applies in Mobility Online;

 
Student downloads the ‘Letter of invitation’ in Mobility 
Online and will be registered as student at the Univer-
sity of Groningen; 

If applicable, student applies for visa: a mvv (long-
term multiple entry visa) and/or residence permit

The enrolment officer contacts the student about 
admission to courses. The Office for Student Affairs 
takes care of all course enrolments.

3. Application procedure

4. Letter of invitation	  

5. Visa application

6. Course selection 
assessment	

https://www.service4mobility.com/europe/LoginServlet?identifier=GRONING01&sprache=en
https://www.service4mobility.com/europe/LoginServlet?identifier=GRONING01&sprache=en
https://www.rug.nl/education/exchange/visa-and-immigration/


Deadlines

Please note: if an exchange is cancelled after nomination, please inform us of this cancellation as soon 
as possible, to avoid unnecessary email communication.

for starting in February: 

•	 1 November for students from 
Australia, Canada, EU/EEA 
countries, Japan, Monaco, New 
Zealand, Vatican City, United 
States of America, South Korea

•	 1 October for students from all 
other nationalities

for starting in September: 

•	 1 June for students from Australia, 
Canada, EU/EEA countries, Japan, 
Monaco, New Zealand, Vatican 
City, United States of America, 
South Korea

•	 1 May for students from all other 
nationalities

for starting in February: 

•	 1 October for students from 
Australia, Canada, EU/EEA 
countries, Japan, Monaco, New 
Zealand, Vatican City, United 
States of America, South Korea

•	 15 September for students from all 
other nationalities

for starting in September: 

•	 1 May for students from Australia, 
Canada, EU/EEA countries, Japan, 
Monaco, New Zealand, Vatican 
City, United States of America, 
South Korea

•	 15 April for students from all other 
nationalities

Nomination deadlines 

Application deadlines 



Courses
On our website you can find the courses that are open to exchange students. The courses 
are listed by semester and by level:
•	 Introductory means that there are no specific entry requirements, no previous knowl-

edge in that field of study is required.
•	 Intermediate means that students need basic knowledge in that field of study. This must 

be supported by the student’s transcript of records.
•	 Advanced means that students can only be admitted to the course if their degree pro-

gramme or major is in that field of study.
•	 MA/master means that students need a Bachelor’s degree in that field of study. Stu-

dents cannot apply unless they have a BA in the relevant field of study. The enrolment 
officer will always discuss the student’s admittance with the department..

Registration for courses
Students cannot register themselves for courses, they will be registered by the Office for 
Student Affairs after assessment of their file and course selection.

Courses & Student Housing

Student Housing  
The University of Groningen is located in various parts of the city and is not a campus 
university. Students have to find their own accommodation, but the housing situation in 
Groningen can be difficult for international students.  

The University of Groningen has reserved accommodation with SSH. SSH offers basic 
furnished rooms in international student houses. The website of SSH contains more 
detailed information about the types of accommodation on offer, the rental conditions, 
and the procedure: www.sshxl.nl/en. Have a look at the website At home in Groningen as 
well. 

http://www.rug.nl/let/what-can-i-study
http://www.sshxl.nl/en
https://www.athomeingroningen.com/


A good start is essential for study success and en-
joying time as an exchange student in Groningen. 

Welcoming Ceremony
Attending the Welcoming Ceremony for all new in-
ternational students at the University of Groningen 
will help students arrange a lot of practical and legal 
matters in one day. 

Faculty Introduction Week
The Faculty of Arts organizes it’s own introduction 
week and welcoming event especially for exchange 
students of the Faculty of Arts. We will inform stu-
dents about studying and student life at the Faculty 
of Arts. 

Personal appointments
In addition to the fun introduction events, students 
will have to finalize their course registration, find out 
their timetable and register for seminar groups. Dur-
ing the introduction week, we will organize personal 
(online) appointments for these matters. Students 
will receive an official invitation from us.

Academic Skills Lecture
During the Introduction Week all exchange students 
at the Faculty of Arts attend our mandatory Academ-
ic Skills lecture. In this interactive lecture we’ll tell 
students about the skills they need in order to be 
successful in their studies here.

Learning Agreement
The students Learning Agreement/Before, During or 
After Mobility Form can be emailed to 
exchange.in.arts@rug.nl.

Important links:

Faculty Introduction Calendar

Academic Calendar

Coronavirus 
More information about the coronavirus and 
what it possibly means for an exchange 
programme in Groningen can be found on 
our website.

When in Groningen

Transcript of Records
The students Transcript of Record will be au-
tomatically provided when all their final grades 
have been registered in our system. They can 
download it in Mobility Online.

Dutch Grading System
Learn about our grading system and how 
grades will be translated.

https://www.rug.nl/education/bachelor/international-students/study-in-the-netherlands-groningen/welcoming-ceremony
mailto:exchange.in.arts%40rug.nl?subject=
https://www.rug.nl/let/studeren-bij-ons/exchange/accepted
https://www.rug.nl/let/studeren-bij-ons/exchange/during-your-stay
https://www.rug.nl/arts-exchange
https://www.rug.nl/let/studeren-bij-ons/exchange/dutch-grading-system

