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2021-2022

PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY IN
FRANCE AND ABROAD

Séminaire d'ouverture

ENSEIGNANT·E·S :
Camille Morio
 Docteure en droit public et maîtresse de conférences à Sciences Po
Saint-Germain-en-Laye, je suis spécialisée en droit de la démocratie participative
locale. https://www.linkedin.com/in/camille-morio-80386ba0/

DESCRIPTION GÉNÉRALE DU COURS :
Numerous western states have oriented their political system’s functioning towards a
representative democracy. Nonetheless, this mechanism alone meets more and more
difficulties: decreasing confidence in the system and in elected representatives,
increased abstention, political scandals, feeling to be held apart from public decisions
etc. In France, the “Grand débat national” (2019) made demands for another form of
involvement of citizens in public matters more visible. But the thinking about a
renewal of the forms of democracy is not a novelty.
The purpose of this course is to discuss those new forms of democracy, and more
specifically the ‘participatory democracy’, defined as what ‘encompasses all that, in
contemporary democracies’ political life, does not pertain to representative
government spirit’ (Blondiaux, 2008, p. 38).
It will be approached by both a legal and political point of view. Based on
comparisons with foreign experiences, we will aim at understanding how participatory
democracy can be conceived among different countries according to their specific
political culture, both on national and local levels. We will learn to manipulate the
political concepts related to it and understand and assess how they articulate with
legal mechanisms.
As the French case will be seen in class, students will realize one case study in
group about the country of their choice. To that purpose, international students are
very welcome, insofar as their experience and knowledge of their respective countries
could be of a great help for the course progress and for each case study group.
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OBJECTIFS VISÉS ET COMPÉTENCES ACQUISES AVEC CET
ENSEIGNEMENT :
understanding and handling legal and political concepts relative to participatory
democracy;
- advanced knowledge of the political, administrative and legal French system in
terms of participatory democracy, both on national and local levels;
- good knowledge of approx. 3-5 other countries’ political, administrative and legal
systems in terms of participatory democracy;
- legal analysis (constitution, laws, main jurisdiction decisions);
- research skills;
- communicating skills;
- writing skills.

Année : 2021-2022 Année du diplôme : 2
 

Cycle ou semestre : 4 ECTS : 2
 

Nombre d'heures de référence enseignant : 15
 

Modalité pédagogique principale :    Présentiel     Distanciel
 

Horaires du cours :
Vendredi 9:00-12:00 à de février 2022.
 

www.sciencespo-saintgermainenlaye.fr
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